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n THs application has been examined "p^Resporislvetncom m uii l ca ll onmedo n ^|C>H^ 

i — ^ 


This action Is mads final. 


month(s), . 


A shortened statutory period for response to this action Is set to expire _ 

Failure to respond within the period tor response will causa the application to become abandoned. 35 U. S C. 133 
Parti THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTtS) ARE PART OF TMS ACTION: 


_ days from the date of this letter. 


1. H Notice of References Cited by Examiner. PT&692. 
3. C] r\lotk» of Art CtlBd by Applicant PTO-1 449. 

brformatJon on How to Effect Drawing Changes. PTO-1474. 


2. O Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 
4. D Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152. ; \ 
6. □ . .! 


PatlO SUMMARY OF ACTION 

1. H Claims V 


_ are pending In the application. 


Of the above, claims _ 

2. Kl Claim s- y-\ 

3. E 


_ are withdrawn from consideration. 


V05 

_ nave Been cancelled. 


4. §3 Claims 

5. Detains 

6. □ Ctatrra 


_ are allowed. 
15 


i rejected. 


_ere objected to. 


_ are subject to restriction or election requirement. 


7. D This application has been filed with fntormal drawings under 37 C.F.R. 1 .85 which are acceptable for examination purposes. 
8. 0 Formal draw in g s are required in response to this Office action. 
9.D 


The corrected or substitute drawings have been received on _ 


Under 37 C.F.R. 1.84 these drawings 


are □ a cc e pt ab le: □ not acceptable (see explanation or Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawtng Review. PTO-848). 

. has (have) been □approved by the 


10. 0 The proposed additional or substitute sheetfs) of d rawings, filed on 

exa m in er , □ disapproved by the examiner (see explanation). 

11. 0 The proposed drawtng correction, filed .has been □approved; □ disapproved (see explanation). 

\ a 

12. LZl Acknc*t8dr^merrt b made of the dalm for priority under 35 U.S.C.119. The certified oopy has □ been received □ not been received 

□ been (Bed In parent application, serial no. ' V" ; fUed on . 

13. D Since this appOc au un apppaars to be In condition for allowance except tor formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 

accordance wtth the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 11;453 0.G. 213. 
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Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 13 is confusing because the claim recites a collection 
of parts but does not relate the parts to the device recited in 
claim 1. Furthermore, the device as is presently claimed in 
claim 13 seems to lack support in the specification and drawings 
where only one of each of the parts listed in claim 13 are 
assembled into one device and not a plurality of parts as 
claim 13 appears to recite. 

Claim 13 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112 and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 1-5, 8-10, 12, 22, and 23 are allowable over the 
prior art of record. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Calzi et al and Cook et al disclose self-sealing plugs which 
may be used with medical connectors. 

RESPONSE TO APPLICANT'S ARGUMENTS 

The Examiner agrees that claims 1 and 22 are generic; since 
these claims have been found allowable over the prior art, claims 
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6, 7, 11, and 15-21 which were withdrawn from consideration have 
been considered and are also found allowable over the prior art. 

Thus, claim 13 remains rejected; claim 14 has been 
cancelled; and claims 1-12 and 15-23 are allowable. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of 
rejection. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL . See M.P.E.P. 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Vanitha 
Alexander whose telephone number is (703) 308-4987. 



V. Alexander/ ' — 
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